
  
 
April 29, 2020 
 
Letter to Governor J.B. Pritzker  
 
Re: Unemployment assistance for freelancers and self-employed workers 
 
I write to you today to ask that you take every possible measure to ensure that freelancers and 
self-employed workers in Illinois are able to gain full access to Pandemic Unemployment 
Assistance as quickly as possible.  
 
Freelancers — including self-employed, sole proprietors, and other independent workers — 
comprise over 57 million of America’s workforce and contribute an estimated $1 trillion to its 
GDP. Freelancers work without traditional safety nets like unemployment insurance and have 
been particularly hard hit by coronavirus closures. Freelancers Union, which represents over 
half a million members, found in a member survey that more than 86% of freelancers who 
responded had already lost thousands of dollars in wages because of the COVID-19 
shutdowns.  
 
It has been 40 days since the State of Illinois issued a Shelter-in-Place Order to its residents, 
and over a month since Congress passed the CARES Act, extending unemployment assistance 
for the first time to freelance and self-employed workers. While states are investing in new 
systems and expanding capacity to meet the demand from traditional employees, freelancers 
are being left behind.  
 
Millions of freelancers in Illinois have gone over a month without a source of income, 
with no support to help them pay for basic necessities such as rent, utilities, and 
groceries. We need to do better. 
 
The State of Illinois must do everything It can to assure freelancers that they will be receiving 
benefits no later than May 11, 2020. In the meantime, until payments go out, please 
consider providing emergency zero-interest lines of credit to anyone who is in the 
system. This will get much-needed cash into the hands of workers with little to no 
financial risk to the state.  
 
To meet the widespread need among workers, states should develop applications with 
straightforward requirements that enable freelancers to access benefits as quickly as possible, 
and program guidance should be implemented with leeway to allow the broadest pool of 
freelancer applicants to qualify.  
 
Unemployment benefits are a critical financial lifeline for one-third of the workforce who is 
freelancing and struggling with unprecedented income loss. We must expeditiously put forth 



policies and set up fair processes to provide needed support to the millions of independent 
workers that drive our cities and country forward. 
 
Rafael Espinal  
President and Executive Director, Freelancers Union 


